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AFAC NATIONAL DATABASE
Request Form – Access to de-identified unit record data
Information for applicants
The AFAC National data base contains incident data collected by AFAC’s member agencies. 
Out of the total data collected by AIRS across the contributing agencies there is an agreed set of ‘core data’ which is aggregated to form the National Database. AIRS data fields which are specific to a particular agency or could identify an agency or incident are excluded from the core data. 

A number of commonly requested summary statistical tables have been prepared and are publicly available on the AFAC Knowledge web www.afac-kw.com or in Australian Government’s annual Report on Government Services http://www.pc.gov.au/gsp/rogs. Additional statistical tables may be requested by email to nick.nicolopoulos@fire.nsw.gov.au. The request form below is not required for provision of statistical tables. 
Completion of the request form is required for access to de-identified unit records from the core data set for the purpose of performing statistical analysis. Because of the nature of these data, AFAC is bound to ensure that its contributing agency rights are protected and that the data is used appropriately. We ask that you provide the information requested below, to assist us in processing your application for access.   Thank you.

Please return this completed form, along with the attached Undertakings acknowledgement, to:

AFAC
Level 5, 340 Albert Street EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

Fax: +61 (0)3 9419 2389

Email: admin@afac.com.au
Ph: +61 (0)3 9418 5215
	Element
	Response

	Title of project


	

	Investigators


	

	Principal organisation conducting the research project


	

	Principal or organisation sponsoring/commissioning the research project


	

	Objectives of the project and project justification


	

	Outcomes – what actions or benefits will result from this research?


	

	Projected timetable


	

	Description and evaluation of alternative ways in which the project’s objectives could be achieved?


	

	Alignment to privacy and

personal information

management principles as set

out in State and Commonwealth

legislation, to protect the identity

of individuals and individual

agencies embedded in agency data
	

	Proposed method of data analysis (specifics of data manipulation etc)

	

	Specific data items requested (from core data – please supply an approximate date range)
	

	Preferred format (excel, access, other)
	

	Arrangements for secure data storage, control of third party access, including secure retention or disposal arrangements
	

	Description of proposed publication and/or disclosure of data in original or summary form
	

	Proposed distribution of research project findings and media management
	

	Process for review of any

proposed publication in which

AFAC or agency data has been

used, including the

appropriateness and adequacy of

methods of data analysis

employed
	

	Expected revenue outcomes from inventions or patents


	

	Proposed revenue sharing arrangements and proposed ownership of new intellectual property created through the use of AFAC data


	

	Proposed arrangements for the protection of AFAC and Agency intellectual property


	


AFAC NATIONAL DATABASE

Undertakings Acknowledgement
Name of Project…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Name of Applicant……………………………………………………………………………………….

Signature………………………………………… Date………………………………………
	Particulars
	Agreement

	1. Acknowledgement that unless specific approval from AFAC and the individual agencies is obtained, the data will not be used to assess any aspect of agency business dealings or performance


	

	2. Acknowledgement that the data will not be disclosed to a third party either directly or indirectly


	

	3. Acknowledgement of data limitations with respect to accuracy, completeness and/or representativeness


	

	4. Acknowledgement that neither AFAC nor any of the contributing agencies guarantee that the data, including any third party data, are complete or representative or free from errors and neither AFAC nor any of the contributing agencies warrant the quality, performance or suitability of the data for any purpose whatsoever


	

	5. Acknowledgement that no guarantees are being given or implied by AFAC or the contributing agencies, through the access to and use of the data


	

	6. Acknowledgement by the user and the host organization that all risks arising from the use of the data are born by the user and the host organization and where necessary the user and the host organization indemnify AFAC and the contributing agencies against any action arising from the use of or reliance on the data


	

	7. Agreement to pay the appropriate fee for access to and use of the AFAC data, according to the principles of cost recovery set out in the Report of the Commonwealth Interdepartmental Committee on Spatial Data Access and Pricing (2001)


	

	8. Agreement to the full destruction of hard copy and/or electronic copy of the data supplied, at the end of the research task in which the data has been used


	

	9. Agreement to comply with the conditions for the use of AFAC data.


	


Note:  Write the word ‘agreed’ against each clause in the column provided.

CONDITIONS FOR THE USE OF DATA FROM THE AFAC NATIONAL DATABASE
Interpretation

In these Conditions, unless the contrary intention appears:

“AFAC” is an abbreviation used in this document to refer to the Australasian Fire and Emergency Service Authorities Council;
"Commercialise" in respect of the data or a product or service derived from the data, includes distributing, giving away, selling, letting for hire, or by way of trade offering or exposing for sale or hire any article embodying the data or any product or service derived from or incorporating the data;

"Contributing agency" means an agency which is custodian of a particular item of data on behalf of that agency;

"Data" means the AFAC national incident data base or any item of data therein, to which access is made available and includes any enhancements to that data and any related metadata;

"Enhancement" in relation to the data, includes any modification, adaptation or redevelopment of the data, any work derived from the data, machine readable representations of any of the foregoing and any associated material to be used primarily in conjunction with the data;

"Intellectual property" includes all copyright, and all rights in relation to registered and unregistered trademarks (including service marks), registered designs and confidential information (including trade secrets and know-how), and all other rights resulting from intellectual activity in the industrial, scientific, literary or artistic fields;

“Background intellectual property” means any intellectual property which is made available by AFAC or its member agencies in the data;

“Unit record” relates to any or all of the details pertaining to an incident, contained within the unit record and all the data fields containing details of the incident.
Conditions of access and use

General

1.   AFAC may grant or refuse consent in its absolute discretion and subject to any condition whatsoever;

2.   Any reading down or severance of a particular condition does not affect the remaining conditions set out in this document;

Recognition of ownership and rights

3.   The applicant acknowledges that the combined national incident data base is a special, unique and valuable entity, in which the copyright and other applicable intellectual property rights vest in AFAC;

4.   The applicant further acknowledges that the intellectual property in any of the data elements vests in the contributing agency in relation to the relevant item of data.   The contributing agency retains ownership of every item of data (or of unit record), whether in its original form or as modified or combined by the applicant and of the intellectual property embedded therein;

5.   The rights of use granted to the applicant within this document are restricted solely to the applicant and may not be assigned, transferred or sub-licensed without the prior written consent of AFAC;

Right and responsibilities of the user

6.   The AFAC Council grants to the applicant a non-exclusive, non-transferable entitlement to use, reproduce, make enhancements to and combine the data with other data held by the applicant;
7.   The AFAC data are to be used only for the purpose outlined in the application.   The applicant acknowledges that consent will be sought from AFAC for any other proposed use of the data;
8.   AFAC’s permission to use these data is limited to personal use of the data by staff of the applicant;

9.   The applicant shall take all necessary steps to ensure that any person given access to the data on behalf of the applicant is aware of these conditions and uses the data in accordance with the conditions set out in this document;

10.   The applicant acknowledges that AFAC shall be entitled to an injunction or other equitable relief with respect to any actual or threatened breach by any contractor of the conditions under which the applicant is being given use of the data and that AFAC shall be entitled to recover the costs of any such action form the applicant;

Manipulation and enhancements

11.   The applicant may manipulate, re-arrange or combine the data with its own data or any other data to suit the purposes of this project;

12.   The applicant may make enhancements to the data and add value to the data collection by whatever means the applicant deems fit.

13.   Any new intellectual property created during this project, by the applicant’s staff individually or collectively, is the property of the applicant, provided that the new intellectual property has been specifically identified as such by the applicant to clearly differentiate it form the AFAC background intellectual property used in this project;

14.   The applicant acknowledges that the AFAC and its member agencies retain the ownership and associated rights of the background intellectual property contained in the national data collection, even where new intellectual property is created by the applicant through activities which enhance the data collection.

Responsibilities

15.   The applicant acknowledges that it assumes responsibility for selection of the data to achieve any intended results and for any use of its selection of elements from the data;

16.   The applicant acknowledges that it assumes responsibility for the interpretation of any results obtained or conclusions drawn through use of the data and must exercise all necessary and appropriate precautions before placing reliance on those results or conclusions;

Indemnity

17.   The applicant releases AFAC, its officers, employees and agents and all contributing agencies, their officers, employees and agents in respect of all liability for loss, damage or injury which may be suffered by the applicant or arising from the applicant’s use of the data and in perpetuity indemnifies AFAC, its officers, employees and agents and all contributing agencies, their officers, employees and agents, in respect of all liability for loss, damage or injury, which may be suffered by any person arising from that person's use of or reliance on the data, the applicant’s use of the data or the applicant’s results or conclusions based on the data;

Commercialisation
18.   The applicant shall not commercialise the data or any product or service derived from or incorporating the data, without the prior written consent of AFAC and the relevant contributing state agencies;

19.   Any of the data or any product or service derived from incorporating the data which is commercialised in accordance with the meaning of preceding clauses, must be accompanied by or incorporate an appropriate acknowledgment of AFAC and the contributing agencies, as the source of the data;

Publication

20.   The applicant agrees not to publish or disseminate the data, whether in its original form or as modified, enhancement or interpreted by the applicant, without first obtaining the written consent of the AFAC;
21.   AFAC and the contributing state agencies will receive draft and final copies of reports not less than 6 weeks prior to their intended dissemination or release by the applicant.






